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Address given by u Mason named Panning before the Masonic Lodge in Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1932,

We meet tonight to celebrate the anniversary of the initiation of George Washington into the Masonic
Order. He first received the Light in Fredericksburg Lodge No 4 of Virginia, November 4, 1752, he was
passed March 3, 1753 and raised August 4, 1753. He served as Worshipful Master of Alexandria Lodge
No. 22 of Virginia in1788 and 1789, and was Master of the Lodge when inaugurated President of the
United States, and continued to serve his Lodge until his term of office as Worshipful Master expired.

Alexandria Lodge was afterwards named Alexandria Washington Lodge No. 22 in his honor. This Lodge
still owns and preserves as it's most cherished possession Washington's apron, jewel, gloves and chair,
and the trowel with which he laid the Cornerstone of the First National Capitol Building, and has many
other valuable mementos of it's illustrious Past Master.

Few people of today realize how ardently Washington kept up his Masonic activities. When he laid the
cornerstone of the Capitol building at Washington on September 18, 1793, he wore the white satin apron,
with the emblems embroidered in silk thereon by Madam Lafayette, the wife of the French general.
Alexandria Washington Lodge prizes very highly the trowel he used in laying the cornerstone of the
House of the Temple of the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite Masonry in Washington.

Many of you may have wondered how it was that General Washington was able to maintain the
confidence and support of his army in the terrible times of Colonial War, when he was being vilified and
maligned by Tories with greater zeal and bitterness than any man in his prominent position has ever since
been assailed. His war policies were condemned, his extravagance was criticized, he was assailed as an
autocrat who had usurped power and intended to make himself King and he was by many mistrusted in
his motives as well as his acts.

Careful research has revealed that his success and the hold he had upon his followers was largely due to
his Masonic affiliation. Masonic records show that he was fortunate, in that the notable patriots at the
time, like himselfl, were Free Masons, and by reason of their obligations, gave him their unswerving and
loyal support.

Perhaps the most striking illustration of this Masonic affiliation was the official staff of the Army. Of his
29 Major Generals, 20 were Masons. That their pledge of fraternal support counted heavily in these trying
days may be inferred from the fact that the generals who were not members of the Order were the ones
who made him the “American cause of all it's trouble”. Gen. Lee, notorious for his Monmouth failure.
was one; Gen. Gates, who destroyed one Army by his failure to obey orders, and who was constantly
plotting to undermine and supplant the Commander-in-Chief, was another; Thomas Conway of the
‘Conway Cabal, was a third; Thomas Mifflin, who's negligence as an inspector of the Army made his
dismissal necessary, was a fourth.

Of the 61 Brigadier Generals, only one, Stephan Moylam, was not a Mason. Many other members of the
Order rendered distinguished service- General Warren who took Ticonderoga in the name of the Great
Jehovah and the Continental Congress and who was killed at the battle of Bunker Hill was a Mason and:
Colonel Corcoran of the Green Mountain Boys: Colonel William Barton who was captured, General
Prescott, and Henderson, the hero of Harlem Heights, who when captured, were paroled through the
intercession of a brother Mason; Robert Morris, the great financier of the Revolution, and his supporter, a
Polish Jew, named Soloman, who are said to have contributed $650,000.00 to the support of the American






