Worshipful Master
Tom Jones, PM (Teri)
928-476-4205
818-314-9950 Cell

Senior Warden
Bill Herzig (Chris)
928-468-6303

Junior Warden
Lon Thomas
928-474-2583

Secretary
Richard Skoglund, PM (Carole)
928-468-3568
928-970-1169 Cell
ricks@npgcable.com

Roger Weber, Treasurer (Paula)
928-978-3192

John Elliott, Sr. Deacon (Gail)
928-476-3758

Steven Feistner, Jr. Deacon
(Erica)
928-468-0694

Dennis Wilbanks, Sr. Steward

(Windy)
928-479-3330

Fred Jacobson, Jr. Steward
602-750-6259

Robert “Bob” Kometh, Chaplain
(Darlene)
928-474-8420

Mark Matthews, Marshal
(Marsha)
505-459-7789

Robert Rusch, Tyler (June)
928-474-8210

TRESTLEBOARD EDITOR
Richard Skoglund, PM
928-468-3568
928-970-1169 Cell
ricks@npgcable.com

Payson Masonic Family Newsletter for March 2010
Vol. XXXVII

AN

Stated Meeting dinner on the 9th at 5:30 will be in keeping with St. Patrick’s day.

We will be having Irish stew and soda bread prepared by our Master Chef, Bill
Herzig.

Our after dinner speaker will be Mike Blaes, Financial Advisor with Ed-
ward Jones Investments. Mike is active in the local community and has a good
approach to market conditions and does well in public settings. It's tax season
and he'll take shots at what caused the 2008-2009 recession and recovery and
offer practical tips for seniors.

On Saturday March 13" starting at 6 PM we will be having a Corned
Beef and Cabbage Dinner prepared by Ponderosa Chapter 64, Order of the
Eastern Star. This traditional dinner is always superb and cooked to perfection
by the ladies and not one to be missed. This will also be a games night. Bring a
game with you. Checkers, Chess, Parcheesi, Poker, Captain’s Mistress (what's
that?) or any other favorite.

On Tuesday, March 16th, at 7 PM we will be conferring the Second De-
gree of Masonry on two Entered Apprentice Masons. Your Officers have been
working long hours memorizing and practicing. Attendance in support of your
Officers and the candidates is most appreciated by all. These new members are
our future.

The lodge now has a new Masonic Library located in the foyer. The
shelves are now half full. If you have any books on the subject of Masonry that
you would like to donate to this new library, please feel free to do so. Also, any
books you would like to read to obtain further “light” in Masonry, feel free to help
yourself.

Congratulations to Bro. James Melvin Hinton upon his affiliation with
Payson Lodge #70

I've passed out a copy of our Key Teams listing of the primary activities
conducted by your Payson Lodge #70 and hope that many of you will come and
participate in several of those activities.

Specifically, I'm going to ask you right now to be aware of a few of them.

Clothe-A-Child Program — The past 9 years we Masons have helped 50+
of the neediest elementary school kids from the five area elementary schools.
We always have a Merry Christmas by being chaperones and providing warm
clothing to these children. Thank you for your partnership in this activity. This
year the 2010 Program will be held on Sat., Dec. 4™.

Rusty Trowel Degree Day — If some of you gentlemen haven’t been in
lodge for a few years, this is a jam packed capsule version of your degrees. Call
the Secretary to sign up.
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FROM THE STAR EAST
Greetings dear Sisters and Brothers,

Happy Birthday to Frank Bachand, 3/5; Phyllis Renning, 3/15; Pat Thomas, 3/19;
Freeda English, 3/20; Imogene Spurzem, 3/20 and Sue Hinton, 3/20.

Happy Anniversary to Elizabeth & John Beresic, 3/1; Nansi & George Conrad,
3/1; and Jackie & Robert Conrad, 3/13.

We are pleased to welcome Windy Gale Wilbanks to membership in our Chapter.
Welcome to March. Remember how we used to say “March comes in like a lion

and goes out like a lamb?” For our Eastern Star calendar we start with the Official
Visit of the Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Sue Peterson and Worthy Grand Patron,

Do Xp X X N X X Xp X 0 X X
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Brother Jerry Benham on March 1st. Dinner at 5 PM, meeting at 7 PM. Hope you -

can be with us.
The Most Worthy Grand Matron and Most Worthy Grand Patron are promoting

closer ties between the Masons and the Eastern Star. Sister Connie Townsend is

Chairperson of the Arizona Chapter Restoration Team, and she has put together
a Fun Day for Saturday, March 13th at the Lodge. We'll have a corned beef and
cabbage dinner at 6 PM followed by games and good fellowship. We expect to
have a very pleasant time, and hope you will join us.

Wednesday, March 17th, we will serve breakfast to about 50 Golfers at 7:30 AM.
This is a regular event for us, and we're pleased that they return year after year.
We’'ll come early to cook.

STAR POINT ESTHER

The white of billowy clouds and drifting snow is th
Esther. She was feted and crowned, beautiful and w
in remaining pure, upright and simple.

e color dedicated to
ealthy and succeeded

The pure white lily has been recognized for generat
purity and peace.

The jewel that we associate with Esther is the flaw  less, durable and valuable
diamond. Her character was flawless, her standards and beliefs durable,
and her life, as she lived it, was of great valuet o her people.

ions as the symbol of

The seventh beatitude is associated with Esther.
makers: for they shall be called the children of Go

Blessed are the peace-
d.”

ng of Persia, he was forced
his he did. He then de-
ng—180 days.

Within the first year of the reign of Ahasuerus, Ki
to fight two major battles to secure his throne. T
clared a prolonged period of feasting and merrymaki

Persian women were not accustomed to present themse  Ives publicly, so
when the King requested the presence of Queen Vasht i, wearing her royal
crown, at the festivities, she refused. Her punish  ment was barring her from
the presence of the king forever, and giving her es  tate to the his next wife.

set out in search of
e king would select a
men” or harem. For six

Then, for another six

de sure all the girls

To find a new queen, the ministers and chamberlains
fair young virgins from throughout the land, and th
successor. The girls were kept in the “house of wo
months, they were massaged with myrrh, a perfume.
months they applied sweet odors. This way, they ma
were pure.

After the marriage, Esther’s uncle, Mordecai, took
ness at the courtyard gate and was able to learn of
the Jews. He told Esther. And so it was.

up a position of watchful-
the conspiracy against
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FROM THE WEST

For Masons, this is a pretty light month historically. | found the birthday of Albert G.
Mackey, famous Masonic Author on March 12 to be the only thing of significance except
for the trial of Jacques DeMolay on March 18, 1314. So | thought | would discuss the
two major religious holidays this month, Passover and Palm Sunday.
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The Sunday before Easter is known as Palm Sunday. It is the beginning of Holy Week. It celebrates U

Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Great crowds of people thronged the [

streets waving palm branches to welcome Him. The people shouted "Hosanna" and laid their cloaks and [l

palm branches from the nearby trees in His path. When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was [

stirred and asked, "Who is this?" The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 0

Galilee." The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. But when the chief [

priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the tem- [
ple area, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they were indignant. "Do you hear what these children are say-

ing?" they asked him. "Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read," 'From the lips of children and infants [

you have ordained praise'?" And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the [

night, (Matthew 21) 0
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Passover, or Pesach, is one of the major celebrations on the Jewish calendar. It commerates the deliv-
erance of the children of Israel from over two centuries of Egyptian Bondage and recalls their mass exo-
dus from Egypt. Itis the festival of “Unleavened Bread” and is referred to in the prayer books as “the
season of our freedom”. The term Passover refers to G'ds promise to “pass over you, and there shall be
no plague upon you to destroy you” (Exodus 12:13). It is also referenced in our first degree lecture
when explaining the form of our lodges, “...because Moses, who lead the children of Israel through the
Red Sea, when pursued by Pharaoh and his hosts, by divine command, erected a tabernacle which he
placed due east and west...”

Happy Palm Sunday, Chag Sameach, (Happy Passover) or just have a great March. Our stated meet-
ing dinner will be Irish Stew and Soda bread. | hope to see you in Lodge, my Brothers. G'd Bless

Bill Herzig
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The Master’'s Message
Continued from page 1.

Two additional programs of the Arizona Grand Lodge that I'm asking you to support are the Child
Identification Program and Salvation Army Bell Ringing Programs.

Last year the lodge trained 23 team members, a combination of Masonic, OES and Shrine Club
members. We provided Child Identification packets to almost 300 local children. This year we will again be
offering the Child ID to the local children and we hope and pray that no child comes up missing but if one
does then what we do by our Masonic Child ID program might help recover or identify that missing child.

Last month Michael T. Bishop, MW Grand Master of Masons in AZ announced a new joint program
in partnership with the Salvation Army requesting Masonic Family Members to help the Salvation Army as
Bell Rin%ers for the two Saturdays immediately precedin% Christmas Day. This year Christmas falls on Sat.
Dec. 25" so we need your help on Sat. Dec. 11" and 18™. We have contacted Ray Kinsman, one of my
Zane Grey Square Dancer friends, who heads the Salvation Army Collections in the Rim Country, and have
locked down Walgreen’s, Safeway, Basha's and Wal-Mart stores for those two days. Now, here is the Good
News, every penny, nickel, dime, quarter, half and dollar collected in the hanging red buckets will pass
through to the Salvation Army with all of the money collected in Payson to stay in this community. We need
everyone, Lodge Members, OES and Zane Grey Shrine to put these dates on your calendars and plan to
participate.
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ZANE GREY SHRINE CLUB

Zane Grey Shrine Club had their meeting and diondfeb 17 at
Tinys .There were 32 Nobles and Ladies in attenelaBaests in-
cluded J. Hut Hutson, Assistant Rabban and alsbRRawmolds,
Recorder both from the El Zaribah Shrine. Alsermding was
Tom Jones, Master from the Payson Blue Lodge hidle of

Zane Grey Shrine Club

Jf’r;eﬁ'iifgf] these guests updated us on information from thm&land the
928-468-8087 Payson Lodge. Bill Herzig was recognized for reicgjvthe Ma-
Vice President son of the year for 2009 from the Payson LodgearBrollefson

David Main was presented with a gift certificate and a EIl Eaini Certificate

928-468-8646 from the Zane Grey Shrine Club, These were pteddny Jim

Secretary/Treasurer Hinton, President and Hut Hutson, Assistant RabfmarBrian's

Dick Ceyler
Men:ber a:Large service as President during 2009. Next meetingheilheld on
Steve Cantrill March 17th at Tiny's restaurant, Social hour adpr and Dinner
at 6:00 pm

May the favor of Heaven be upon this our Shrineb@u2010:
may it's service be begun, carried on, and endedder, har-
mony, and brotherly love: Amen.
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FROM THE SOUTH

Masonry passes wise and serious truths to us by means of ritual and allegory. One very
important lesson is the importance of good communication. As is typical with allegory, the
lesson is not actually presented. What is presented is a simple statement, which only be-
comes a lesson after some contemplation.

The attentive ear receives the sound from theunstre tongue and the mysteries of Masonry are
safely lodged in the repository of faithful breasts

Communication requires an idea or concept, transmission, and reception.

This is our version of the model. A Brother with something to
share, uses his Instructive Tongue to transmit this and it is received
by another Brother with his Attentive Ear, who will either dismiss the
information or lodge it in the repository of his Faithful Breast.

Although a simple concept, it doesn’'t always work. Good commu-
nication takes conscious effort and practice.

The selection of what is to be communicated is important. If the

speaker is clearly passionate about what he is presenting (coming

from the heart) the listener is more likely to listen, as well as com-

municating something the listener is likely to be interested in. Pick
your topic well.

The presentation from the instructive tongue is important too. Language, meter, and tone must
be selected to make it easier for the listener to understand.

The listener must listen if they are to properly receive the message from the instructive tongue.
Like a two-way radio, we can’t talk and listen at the same time. Listen while the other is talking
and then let them know what you heard.

An example of good communication might be the following;

“Joe, you're shoe’s on fire.” “Thanks for tellinme Bob, | should do something about that
right away.”

It's also important to really listen. Evaluate what your attentive ear is receiving. Only you can

judge if it's worthy of depositing in the repository of your faithful breast. Seek the light.

"Remember not only to say the right thing in tlghtiplace, but far more difficult still, to leavesaid the
wrong thing at the tempting moment.”
Bro. Benjamin Franklin
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We now have a web site—www.paysonmason.org
Check us out!
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COMPASSES OR COMPASS? - WHICH IS CORRECT?
by V. Wor. Bro. I.J. Nathan G.L.

This is a question that has concerned a number of members but a simple answer cannot be
given. There has been a suggestion made that the plural form came into common use when
the mariners compass was invented. The word compas has been recorded as having been
used in the 14th century. Three examples are: 1340 "craftily casten with a compas"; 1387
"made the first compas"; and in 1391 by Chaucer who wrote of the "poynt of my compas". In
1551 this sentence was recorded "haue a payre of compasse aptelye made for to draw the
circles.” In 1570 a mathematical text had "geometrie teacheth the vse of the Rule and cum-
passe."” Swift wrote in 1745 "to fix one foot of their compass wherever they think fit." As re-
cently as 1845 Emerson wrote "defined by compass and measuring wand."

Earliest uses of the plural form have been recorded in the 16th century. In 1555 "we took
owre compases and beganne to measure the sea coasts" and an example from 1594 "how to
make with your compasses a perpendicular line to fall from any point given another right line."
Milton wrote in Paradise Lost in 1667 "in his hand he took the golden compasses to circum-
scribe this universe.”

The mariners compass first appeared in 1515 "Some the anker layde . . . . one kepte the
compass and watched the our glasse." In 1552 this was recorded "ane skypper can nocht
gyde his schip without direction of his compas."

In at least four verses of the Old Testament compass appears in its singular form. Isaiah
44:13 "The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with
planes, and he marketh it out with the compass . . . . "Other references are Exodus 27:5, Exo-
dus 38:4 and Proverbs 8:27.

Early Masonic rituals do not show any marked preference for either form. Prichard's Masonry
Dissected of 1730 uses the singular four times and the plural once. Three Distinct Knocks
published in 1760 has the plural form seven times and the singular twice. Jachin and Boaz
which appeared in 1762 shows a slight preference for the singular over the plural by five to
four.

In the United States some jurisdictions use compass and there are also Masonic clubs known
as square and compass clubs.

After reading this far it would be a bold reader who would say one or the other was correct.
There is, however, a criterion of correctness for the modern New Zealand constitution mason
and that is how the word appears in our Book of Constitution and Ritual. As it always ap-
pears as compasses then as far as our working is concerned compasses is the correct form.

Published from the proceedings of The Waikato Lodge of Research, No. 445 A.F. & A.M.
New Zealand.
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