
 From the East 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
 

 Payson Town Councilman John Wilson will be our guest 
speaker at the stated meeting on February 9th after dinner.  This will be a 
Question and Answer style format so come prepared at 5:30 with any 
questions you may have regarding the town of Payson.  Our dinner menu 
is a special Valentines Day menu of Cornish Game Hens, Stuffing, Baby 
Red Potatoes and Green Beans. 
 

 From The East 
 

 So, while waiting for the snow to melt and having viewed the on-line 
weather report showing 90%-100% chance of snow or rain through Fri-
day, I’m ecstatic for this opportunity to write my Masonic brothers.  The 
landscape outside my window is pure white and the sky is in a snowy, 
white-out condition.  The pine, oak and juniper trees and the manzanita 
bushes are laden with freshly fallen snow, so imbued, with this blank 
page of nature, I welcome this blessed day and give praises to our Lord 
for yet another day in this, our heaven on earth—although it would be 
hard to find my horseshoes under four inches of snow. 
 

 Worshipful Brother Dan McEuen, our junior Past Master, recently loaned 
me his copy of Dan Brown’s latest book, The Lost Symbol which I fin-
ished yesterday.  It’s a work of fiction and contains many novel twists and 
turns but overall portrays Masonry in a good light unless a reader wants 
an update on conspiracy theories regurgitated in 2010.  I also recently 
bought and read an 80 page treatise called The Masonic Letter G by Paul 
Foster Case that examines the reasoning for having the Letter G sus-
pended in the East in English speaking Lodges.  I recommend them both 
as they are fast reads and provide enlightenment about our fraternity. 
 

 On Sat., Feb. 16th, four lodge officers attended a Leadership Conference 
sponsored by Grand Lodge and held at the El Zaribah Shrine Temple in 
Phoenix.  We intentionally separated to participate in different classes so 
that we could be exposed to different instructors and varied subjects so 
we could then share key morsels of information and styles of presenta-
tion.  Leadership is an art, not a science, and my banking background 
enforced that there are different leadership styles and strokes for different 
folks.  My leadership forte has been to learn from the successes of my 
predecessors and peers and to avoid their pitfalls while surrounding my-
self with good staff and associates to whom I openly extend a lot of rope 
for them to go do their thing but measured by their interim reporting, 
which is accountability. 
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Worshipful Master 
Tom Jones, PM  (Teri) 

928-476-4205  
818-314-9950 Cell 

 

Senior Warden 
Bill Herzig  (Chris) 

928-468-6303 
 

Junior Warden 
Lon Thomas 

928-474-2583 
 

Secretary 
Richard Skoglund, PM  (Carole) 

928-468-3568 
928-970-1169 Cell 

ricks@npgcable.com 
 

Roger Weber, Treasurer (Paula) 
928-978-3192 

 

John Elliott, Sr. Deacon (Gail) 
928-476-3758 

 

Steven Feistner, Jr. Deacon 
(Erica) 

928-468-0694 
 

Dennis Wilbanks, Sr. Steward 
(Windy) 

928-479-3330 
 

Fred Jacobson,  Jr. Steward  
602-750-6259 

 
Robert “Bob” Kometh, Chaplain 

(Darlene) 
928-474-8420 

 

Mark Matthews, Marshal  
505-459-7789 

 

Robert Rusch, Tyler (June) 
928-474-8210 

 
TRESTLEBOARD EDITOR 

Richard Skoglund, PM 
928-468-3568 

928-970-1169 Cell 
ricks@npgcable.com 
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PONDEROSA  CHAPTER  
#64, OES 

PO Box 1243 
Payson, AZ 85547-1243 

 
Carole Skoglund, WM 

928-970-1616 Cell 
928-468-3568 

caroles@npgcable.com 
 

Richard Skoglund, WP 
928-970-1169 Cell 

928-468-3568 
 

Lynne Bachand, AM 
928-970-1592 

 
Forrest Miller, AP 

928-474-0521 
 

Marjorie Winemiller, Secretary 
928-468-0790 

margiewine@gmail.com 
 

Nansi Conrad, Treasurer 
 

Martha Ahrens,  Conductress 
 

Louise Snow, Assoc Cond 
 

Anna Hough, Chaplain 
  

Frank Bachand, Marshall 
 

Organist 
 

Lucy Thompson, Adah 
 

Lois Miller, Ruth 
 

Eileen Cunningham, Esther 
 

Pat Thomas, Martha 
 

Joyce Spell, Electa 
 

Torrie Kamps, Warder 
 

Gary Spell, Sentinel 

FROM THE OES EAST 
 
Greetings Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Happy Birthday to Lynne Bachand, 2/14; Nancy Bradley, 2/17; and Ken-
neth Lawton, 2/28. 
 
Happy Anniversary to Carole & Richard Skoglund, 2/9 and Clara & Phil 
France, 2/14. 
 
After a number of mis-starts, we will finally be Initiating 2 lovely ladies.  
We will practice for Initiation on Sunday, February 14th at 2 PM.  We will 
start our Stated meeting at 6 PM instead of 7 PM on Monday, February 
15th so that the meeting doesn’t run so late.  Hope to see you there.  It’s 
always nice to have sideliners around when we greet new members. 
 
STAR POINT RUTH 
Ruth’s color is yellow and represents “constancy, e xalted and rich-
ness.”  She was characterized by a radiant and stro ng personality, 
and the color of the sun is dedicated to her.   
 

The Yellow Jasmine is dedicated to Ruth, meaning hu mbleness.  It 
is a fitting tribute to Ruth who was willing to do the most humble 
kind of work to assist Naomi. 
 

The jewel that we associate with Ruth is the Yellow  Topaz.  The To-
paz is associated with “rarity,” and reminds us of the rare gem of 
friendship which Ruth and Naomi shared. 
 

Ruth represents the summer season and the third bea titude, 
“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the e arth.” 
 

Last month, Trinity Broadcast Network aired a movie , “The Story of 
Ruth.”  It went into some detail about Ruth’s life before she went to 
Bethlehem with Naomi.   At an early age, she was so ld to the Temple 
of Chemosh, the terrible god of the Moabites who wa s appeased by 
child sacrifices.  She was raised and educated ther e.  She met Mah-
lon, son of Naomi and Elimelech, because he was an artificer in fine 
gold jewelry and crowns and came to the temple with  articles to be 
worn by the child who was to be sacrificed.  From t heir first meet-
ing, he told her about the God of the Jews.   
 

The Book of Ruth is perhaps the best known book in the Bible.  The 
story of her courage, as well as her devotion to Na omi has been an 
inspiration to many.   
 

Ruth, a Moabite who was denied admission into the H ebrew congre-
gation by every law and tradition, was the great-gr andmother of 
David, King of Israel, and became part of the ances tral line of Christ.   
 

The pledges that Ruth made to Naomi were particular ly important 
because the Jewish Laws concerning capital punishme nt could be 
applied to her if she broke any of these vows.  Cap ital punishment 
could mean beheading, stoning, burning, or hanging.  
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FROM THE WEST   
 
  Not a lot noteworthy from a Masonic viewpoint this month.  The only real thing is 
the birthday of Bro. George Washington on the 22nd.  So instead of expounding on 
that, which could never be covered in a short article, I will write about a short phrase 
we are all familiar with.  “So Mote It Be” 

    
According to Wikki Answers, this is a phrase usually uttered at the end of an affirmation or the closing 
of a spell indicating some pagan use.  It is another way of saying “Amen” or “the will of God be done”. 
   

Some numerologist counted up the score of the letter of the words and came up with a score of 441 and 
stated that it was the same as the Hebrew word “AMTh” meaning “truth” indicating that the Law of 
Freemasonry is nothing less than the truth.  It’s something to think about, anyway. 
     
The first recorded use of “Amen, So Mote It Be” was in Regius Poem circa 1300’s.  It has become a 
traditional use for Masons throughout the years. 
    
After reading several articles about this one expression I came up with some thoughts of my own, or, at 
least, some thoughts based upon others thoughts. 
    
We open and close all meetings with this expression. Anciently, the Hebrews would end a prayer with 
“So Be It! So May It Be!”, the equivalent of Amen used by the Anglo-Saxon Christians.  The use of the 
word “Mote,” taken from the Anglo-Saxon verb “motan” meaning will or may, emphasizes the ancient 
expression and gives emphasis and direction to the invoking of the Deity whenever we embark upon 
any great or important undertaking.  As a Mason, I consider the phrase as one that speeds and directs 
my devotions to God and, as said by Bro. Ron Merk, Vancouver & Quandra #3, Victoria, BC Canada, 
“.... A wise reconciliation to the will of the G.A.O.T.U.  Masons using it are continuing the original in-
tent of expressing a dynamic acceptance of this relationship with God.” 

 

 
From the Board of Trustees – WB Bob Townsend, PM 

 
 Brethren:  At a meeting of the Board of Trustees, Line Officers, Secretary, Treasurer and Junior 
Past Master on January 11th 2010, we collectively went over the budget to see if we could cut ex-
penses.  After 2½  hours we really weren’t any better off than when we started.  Our Lodge 
Budget is about $3,000 short primarily because of the low interest rate we now receive on our 
Certificates of Deposit.  Our Bylaws prohibit us from drawing any funds from our CD and can only 
use one half the interest it generates. Therefore we will all need to assist in working toward rais-
ing funds to balance the budget. 
 

 The obvious answer is to raise the necessary funds to cover the shortfall by having fund raisers.  
The first one will be an All You Can Eat Pancake/Waffle Breakfast on Saturday, February 20th 
from 7 AM to 9 AM at the Lodge.  Bacon or Sausage, coffee and juice included.  Price will be 
$8.00 for Adults and $4.00 for children under 10.  It is open to all Masons, their family, friends and 
invited guests. 
 

 PLEASE PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDER 
 

 No matter what we do it won’t work unless YOU the members get behind and support it.  Other 
alternatives are available of course such as raising the dues, but that should absolutely be the 
last resort.  Let’s get together and support some fund raisers and have great fellowship and fun at 
the same time. 
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ZAne Grey Shrine Club 
 

President 
Jim Hinton 

928-468-8087 
 

Vice President 
David Main 

928-468-8646 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Dick Ceyler 

Daughters of the Nile 
 

President 
Mary Jones 

 
Vice President 

Dee Glaser 

 
DAUGHTERS OF THE NILE  

 
The Payson Nile Club was dark in January.  Our next meeting is February 15, at 10:30 
at the Masonic Lodge.  Jo Ann Barnhart will give a demonstration of lined ditty bags, 
and nomination of officers for next year will be discussed; election of officers will be at 
the March meeting. 
 

February 2nd, Barbara Main, from Payson, will be initiated into Qadesh.  This date is 
also the Official Visit of Supreme Queen Vesta Marshall.  Luncheon is at 11:30 a.m., 
the Ceremonial at 1:00 p.m.  Social Hour will be at 5:00 p.m. and the Banquet at 6:00 
p.m. at the Shrine Temple in Phoenix. 
 

Nile members are reminded that Qadesh dues are now due and payable to the Princess 
Recorder, Bobbie Balthazor, P.Q.  She has mailed each member a reminder and enve-
lope.   After paying the Qadesh dues of $25.00, local dues of $5.00 may be paid to our 
Secretary, Connie Gyde. 

Traveling Schedule for District Deputy Grand Master, WB Tom Jones 
 
 Any Brother who wishes to accompany me to visit the Lodges in my District on the following evenings will 
be most welcome.  Call me at 818-314-9950 if you would like to visit. 
 

 Monday February 1st – Show Low.  Meet at Lodge Parking Lot at 3:45 PM 
 

 Tuesday February 9th – Winslow (Payson Stated Meeting Night).  Leave Pine at 4 PM. All Officers will 
move up one chair for Stated Meeting. 
 

 Thursday February 11th – Holbrook.  Meet at Lodge Parking Lot at 3:45 PM. 
 

 Monday March 1st – Show Low.  Meet at Lodge Parking Lot at 3:45 PM.  Right Worshipful James Rowan, 
Deputy Grand Master, will be making his Official Visit. 

 
ZANE GREY SHRINE CLUB 
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FROM THE SOUTH  
  

A book review – The Lost Symbol by Dan Brown 
I’m sure all know that Dan Brown is the author of The DaVinci Code and An-
gels & Demons to name but two.  This book, delves into secret Masonic sym-
bols and ceremonies.  Masons of course, as the profane propound are the ulti-
mate keeper of secret stuff.  If the reader is looking to Masonic light, they must 
understand that this is a novel. 

 
novel (��� ��� ) 

adjective 
new and unusual; esp., being the first of its kind 

  
In other words, our other secret stuff is still safe. 
  
It’s a story with all the twists and mystery that a Dan Brown fan has come to expect.  
The story begins with an invitation to Robert Langdon (Brown’s go-to protagonist) 
from his old friend and Director of the Smithsonian Institute, Peter Solomon, to give a 
no-advanced notice talk on Masonic history.  When Langdon arrives at Statuary Hall 
at the US Capitol, he arrives late.  Although late he discovers an empty hall.  Empty 
except for a few scattered tourists and the hand of his friend Peter impaled on a 
wooden stand, dead-center of the round hall.  Still on the hand is the 33rd Degree Ma-
sonic ring that had been in Peter’s family for generations. 
  
In addition to Robert Langdon and Peter Solomon the main characters of this novel 
are; 
  

 

The story is about Langdon’s quest to decrypt the Ancient Mysteries using a map con-
tained on a pyramid, hitherto thought to be myth only.  This quest must be complete 
before midnight to save the life of Peter Solomon. 
  
Central in this book is something called the Masonic Cipher (why wasn’t I told???).  
Solving this leads to a whole series of other clues. 
  
As is common with Dan Brown books, the cover-slip contains ciphers and puzzles.  
This book contains five.  One of which is presented here left & right margins.  Your 
task of course is to solve it! 
  

Katherine Solomon – Cutting edge Noetic Scientist and sister of Peter Solomon 

Warren Bellamy – Current US Capitol building Architect 

Inoue Sato – Director of the CIA’s Office of Security 

Rev. Dr. Colin Halloway - Dean, Washington National Cathedral 

Mal’akh - The antagonist of this story – big, mean, lots of tattoos. 
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We now have a web site—www.paysonmason.org 
Check us out! 



From the Secretary’s Desk 
 
   Brother Walter Harrison Founding Master of Payson Lodge No.70 under went surgery last 
week.  His recovery is progressing and we expect him to be in Payson Care Center on Saturday, 
January 23rd.  If any Brother has fallen ill the Lodge would like to know.  Please Contact the 

Secretary at 928-970-1169 or Kurt Ehrenburg at 928-472-6177 or Tom Jones at 928-476-4205. 
 

 At the Officer’s Training Seminar on January 16th all attending learned valuable amounts of information.  
We also accomplished some lobbying and politicking in the hall ways during breaks.  Brother Tom Jones 
arranged with David Luebke, PGM for the loan of the Child ID computers in the near future. 
 

 Your Secretary had a conversation with Mike Bishop, Grand Master, regarding the status of our applica-
tion for Bylaw changes which have not yet been approved by him or the Grand Lodge Bylaw committee. 
The Grand Master mentioned that due to its length and numerous changes that were requested, the commit-
tee is still in the process of review.  Hopefully the review process will be finished and approved by the An-
nual Communications in June of this year. 
 

 In the Secretaries meeting your Secretary brought up the subject of retro-active billing of the annual per 
capita tax by Grand Lodge.  Most Lodges were not aware that the legislation that was passed at the June 
2009 Annual Communication allowed the Grand Lodge to raise the tax every year in June then make it ef-
fective immediately for that year retro-active to January 1st of the same year.   This makes it impossible for 
the Lodge to know ahead of time how much to charge for annual dues in any calendar year, recovering the 
increase the following year only if all members from the previous year pay their dues. There was much in-
dignation and dissatisfaction expressed by those present.  Hopefully there will be legislation proposed at 
the June 2010 Annual Communication to correct this. 
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From the Treasurer’s Desk 
 
 The Grand Treasurer, Robert Wainwright gave some very good information to all the Lodge 
Treasurer’s attending the January 16th Leadership Seminar at the El Zaribah Temple.  He cov-
ered IRS paperwork, proper accounting, Lodge Audit and Grand Lodge reporting procedures.  

He also expressed his opinion that Lodges cannot continue to spend more than their income.  Lodges with 
dues less than $100 should seriously consider raising them if their expenses are near or greater than their 
income.  Lodges should consider investing in Municipal or other Government Bonds or monthly Certifi-
cates of Deposit.  
 

 Payson Lodge No. 70 wishes to avoid raising the dues from our current $38 plus Grand Lodge Per Capita 
($21).  Thus, through additional fund raisers we plan to make up any shortfall in projected yearly revenue.   


