
   From the West 
 

Help!  Help! Help! Help! Help! Help! Help! Help! He lp! 
Help!  

  Brothers!  Help is needed to clean up the grounds around the Lodge 
and to prepare for the BBQ on June 14th.  The weeds are taking over again 
and help is needed to clear them out.  We will start at 7:00 AM on Saturday 
May 31st with Gourmet Coffee & Donuts.  Bring Weed Eaters, Rakes, Hoes, 
Brooms and anything else you may have that you think would help.  Ponder-
osa #64, OES is having installation of Officers that afternoon at 1 PM, so we 
want to be finished by 11 AM. 
  Our annual Bar B Q will be on Saturday June 14th starting at noon.   
Come one come all!   Great food and fellowship! 
  On Saturday, May 10th we raised Brother Steven Ray Feistner to the 
sublime degree of Master Mason.  Brother Steve has worked diligently on his 
Proficiency Work to qualify for the degrees. The long hours of memorization 
and practices were also evident in the flawless performance of our Lodge Of-
ficers, and several doing new parts for the first time. We were honored to 
have a special guest from Cottonwood, Brother Don Stevick, PM Verde 14 & 
Red Rock Memorial 63 and Past DDGL assist in both halves. 
  There are several pieces of legislation being proposed at Grand 
Lodge that your Officers are going to vote upon.  One of them affects your 
wallet.  There is a proposal, or resolution, to raise the Grand Lodge per capita 
dues by $5per year for the next five years and then increase it by the CPI per-
centage every year thereafter.  If passed it adds up to an additional $25 in five 
years plus an unknown amount every year thereafter.  (Estimated $2/yr.) 
  The effects of inflation due to the fiat money system we use and the 
irresponsible, reckless deficit spending of our elected representatives in con-
gress for the last 40 years without a corresponding percentage raise in income 
for the average taxpayer is the basic cause for the rise in the cost of food, 
fuel, utilities and services.  Grand Lodge and Payson Lodge #70 are feeling 
the effects of inflation upon our utility bills and other expenses just as you 
are. 
  For example, it is going to cost Payson Lodge $550.00 to send two 
representatives to Prescott for two days at Grand Lodge.  This includes Reg-
istration Fees, one Room for two at a cheap Motel instead of the Conference 
Center, 6 inexpensive Restaurant Meals (no $40 banquets) and round trip 
gasoline.  This is a 20% increase from five years ago. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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  Grand Lodge has had similar increases in their costs of operation without a corresponding increase 
in per capita income, which is currently $16 per year per member and has been for many years. There is a 
need to increase income by raising per capita fees or reduce costs by cutting services.  Grand Lodge wel-
comes any suggestions as to how to deal with the problem without increasing per capita. 

 
   Are you inclined to approve of an increase to $25 plus/yr. in your dues to support Grand Lodge and 
its activities?  Your elected representatives attending Grand Lodge, Richard Skoglund, WM and Dan 
McEuen, SW, have been instructed by a vote by attending members of the Lodge at our May 13th regular 
stated meeting to vote against it.  We will, therefore, vote in accordance with our members wishes.  We 
welcome any input that you may have. 
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      FROM THE EAST 
 
 
    Hi Everyone, 
  
    Here goes, this is my first month in writing an article for the Trestle 
    board, so please be patient with me.  By the time this goes to print we   
    will already have had a rehearsal for Randy’s and my Installation.   
 
    Our In stallation of Officers will be on May 31,  2008 at 1:00 pm at the 
Payson Lodge.  I would like all the officers to be there at 12 noon if you can, so we can go over some 
last minute details.  
  
Our first meeting, June 2, 2008 will be honoring Fathers Day and Flag Day.  On June 21, 2008, we 
will be having our Line Officers Dinner which will be Fry Bread/Taco Dinner.   Some of the ladies 
from Chandler Chapter will be coming up to assist us in preparing our dinner.  Time of this event is 5 
to 6:30 PM. 
  
Our June birthdays are as follows:  June 3 - Dee Glaser,  June 3 - Walter Harrison,  June 6 - Gary 
Spell,  June 16 - Elizabeth Beresic,  June 20 - Orabelle Bulkley,  and June 28 - John Dino. 
  
In Star Love - Eileen Cunningham,  Worthy Matron Elect 
                          Randy Ahrens,  Worthy Patron Elect 
  
See you all at Randy’s and my Installation. 



FROM THE WEST 
 

 MASONIC WHITE GLOVES 
Excerpted from the “short talk bulletin” Masonic Service Association 

 
 Clean hands have long been a symbol of purity. The psalmist says, “That he only shall ascend 
into the hill of the Lord, or shall stand in His holy place, who hath clean hands and a pure 
heart.” 

 
 The Masonic use of both gloves and aprons probably sprang from the operative custom of wearing them for the same 
reasons that other workmen found them necessary for protection and, hence, they were appropriate and useful gifts in 
the operative era.  As they merged into the speculative era, aprons became smaller and gloves lighter. 
 
 Didron cites examples in the 14th and 15th centuries where 3 dozen pairs of gloves were presented to the masons who 
began the building of the Chartreuse of Dijon; where gloves were brought for the masons to shield their hands from 
the stone and lime; and where 22 pairs of gloves were given to the masons and stonecutters working at Amiens.  In 
the 18th century, it was the custom to require the candidate to CLOTHE THE LODGE by presenting to each member 
an apron and pair of gloves, and sometimes an extra pair of gloves for the Mason’s wife. 
 
 White gloves therefore like the white apron, were, and are today a symbol of purity. 
 
 Dr. Plot’s History of Staffordshire mentions this general practice as of 1686 so that it probably dates back to the op-
erative era.  Gloves were worn in some lodges well into the 19th century and even today are worn by the officers of 
some lodges, especially if the officers are in evening dress.  White gloves are, of course, worn by all Masons partici-
pating in funeral services. 
 
 Some Lodges require the wearing of White Gloves and Apron when presenting a Bible or delivering a specific lec-
ture to a newly raised candidate. In other Lodges it is optional. 
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FROM THE SOUTH 
 

 ENRICHED WITH LILYWORK AND POMEGRANATES 
 

 Both lilywork and pomegranates are named in the Bible in descriptions of the pillars 
outside the Temple of King Solomon (I Kings: 7 and 2 Chronicles: 3.)  The pome-
granate was widely grown in the Middle East in those days and it produces a large 
number of seeds.  There are several references in the Bible and perhaps most inter-
estingly is one in the Old Testament (Exodus 28:33).  Here the robes of the ephod 

(of Aaron and other priests) were of blue and “upon the hem of it thou should make pome-
granates of blue, and of purple and of scarlet.”  The most likely flower adopted for the lily-
work is the Egyptian Lotus.  This was a sacred plant among Egyptians which they used to 
symbolize the River Nile, the giver of life.  It is a water-lily, Nyniphaca lotus, with pink flow-
ers that fade to white.  Pomegranates and the lotus were commonly used (together) in 
Egyptian architectural designs and this style spread to the surrounding nations.  It has 
been suggested that King Solomon’s Temple was based on Phoenician designs for these, 
in turn, had been derived from the Egyptian pattern.  Hiram Abif, the superintendent of 
casting, was a Phoenician through his father’s marriage to an Israelite.  It is therefore likely 
that the lilywork denoting peace seems to be a purely Masonic idea. 
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   Zane Grey Shrine Club 
 
 Our May Club meeting was held on Wednesday the 21st at Tiny's Restaurant where 
44 Nobles, Ladies and guests were in attendance.  We were very pleased to have As-
sistant Rabban Phil Houghton and his Lady Rhoda join us.  Phil brought us up to date 

on the activities El Zaribah has scheduled this summer and reminded us that the Temple is dark June, July 
and August. 
 
 Our Vidalia onion order was received on May 8th.  Thanks to all Nobles for your hard work in making 
this a very successful event.  A special thanks to Noble Spencer Roth, for not only chairing this important 
fundraiser but for all of the time, effort and travel he put into selling onions around the Rim Country.  He 
spent so much time selling at the Payson Time Out Thrift Shop that they now call him “The Onion Man”! 
 
 The annual Corn Fest is scheduled for August 23rd and 24th.  at the Temple and we were advised at the 
last Temple meeting that there are still rooms left for the Lake Havasu Ceremonial to be held October 
24th and 25th.  If you are interested in attending the Ceremonial, please contact Jane at the Temple as soon 
as possible to make your reservations. 
 
 Remember, you can access the Club's web page by going to www.El-Zaribah.org and clicking on Units 
and Clubs and then clicking on Zane Grey.  There are also great pictures of the Shriners Appreciation 
Night at the Rattlers Game held on May 9th   that can be accessed from the El-Zaribah home page! 
  
2008 Bolas for the Nobles and matching jewelry for the Ladies are available and can be ordered from 
Secretary/Treasurer Dick Ceyler at 928-468-0933.  
 
 Our June meeting will be held at Tiny’s on Wednesday the 18th.  Hope to see you all there! 
 
       Al Lyons, President 
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