
From the East 
 

 The Lodge is now back in shape and cleaner than ever.  Floors all 
stripped and waxed, furniture back in place and the Foyer re-
arranged in a more user - friendly manner.  Wall pictures, awards, 

etc, have been re-arranged in a semblance of order. 
  
We had our first stated meeting in the newly refurbished Lodge room on March 11th.  
We were honored to have the Grand Master of Masons in Arizona, Most Worshipful 
David Luebke, made his official visit and remarked how good a job everyone did 
and how great the Lodge looked.  I wish to thank all the Brethren and OES Sisters 
for the time and effort expended to accomplish this awesome task.  It certainly is 
nice to get out of the Dining Room for our meetings.  The Grand Master delivered 
an inspiring talk about how Masonry has something for everyone. 
 
 On March 18th we initiated Mr. Steven Feistner into the Craft.  Welcome Brother 
Feistner.  We also have two more petitions for the degrees in process at this time.  
On April 15th there will be a 2nd degree initiation for Brother Steven Feistner.  It 
looks as if we are going to be very busy the rest of this year with degree work.  The 
Officers of the Lodge are working hard in the "Quarries of the Craft” again this year 
and doing a fantastic job. 
 
 We are also fortunate to have the assistance of WB Howard Billingsly.  WB Bill-
ingsly is a Past Grand Lecturer for the Arizona Grand Lodge and attends every prac-
tice on Tuesday Evenings instructing our newer Officers with the correct floor work 
and how to properly prepare and conduct candidates during initiation.  He provides 
the more experienced Officers with tips on how to be more effective in the delivery 
and execution of their particular parts of the Ritual and corrects errors due to 
changes in the Master Ritual in previous years and also lapses in memory. (No, the 
word is circumscribe, not circumcise)  His expertise and enduring patience is admi-
rable and most welcome, the mark of an excellent teacher. He is also a member of 
Lodges in Globe and Kearny and an Officer in both Lodges.  The Kearny Lodge 
meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month as does Payson therefore he cannot attend our 
stated meetings. 
 
 On March 20th we were honored to host the first meeting of the Scientia Coronati 
Research Lodge.  This is a new Research Lodge which recently received their Dis-
pensation.  There were 9 Research Lodge Officers and 3 members of their new 
Lodge plus 10 members of Payson Lodge #70 in attendance.  The ladies of Ponder-
osa Chapter# 64 Order of the Eastern Star prepared a sumptuous dinner for the 
Brothers prior to the meeting.  An informative lecture on the various appendent or-
ganizations that have sprung up around the “Blue Lodges” since 1717 was delivered 
by one of the Research Lodge members Bro Roy Abbott of Prescott.. 
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     From the East - 
 
 
   Dear Sister and Brothers - 
      The month of March has been an exciting and b usy month.  
   We celebrated our Chapter Birthday on St. Patric k's Day, March 
   17th and also Sister Freeda English's 90th birth day.  We had 
   three of our four remaining charter members pres ent - Brother 
   Walter Harrison, our first Worthy Patron; his da ughter, Sister 
   Rosemary Goff and Sister Rayoleen Taylor, Past M atron.  It was 
great to see them again and reminisce about the won derful experiences that 
they have had.  
   Sister Freeda was actually 90 years young on Mar ch 20th, and at last count 
had exceeded her goal of receiving 90 birthday card s by more than a dozen.  
She even received one from as far away as Australia .  
   We have been very busy in the kitchen this month .  Our Chili and Pie Dinner 
on March 8th was a great success, as was our Golfer 's Breakfast on March 19th.  
We also had the honor and privilege of serving dinn er to some of our Masonic 
Brothers at the first (quarterly) meeting of the ne wly formed Scientia Coro-
nati Research Lodge, U.D. on March 20th.  I would l ike to take this opportu-
nity to thank all who helped with these events.  We  especially appreciated our 
outside volunteer help - Nancy Bradley's granddaugh ter, Lucy and Sister Ei-
leen's daughter, Jen and her two boys. We will now take a rest from the 
kitchen, as this was the last scheduled fund raisin g event for this term. 
   In April, we will be honoring our Secretary and Treasurer on April 7th and 
be having our Friendship Night on April 21st and do ing a Mini-Roast of Brother 
Bob Townsend.  Our Friendship Theme will be Hawaiia n - please wear your pret-
tiest Hawaiian garb - this applies to both our Sist ers and Brothers.  Officers 
- please be sure to invite your counterparts from o ther chapters. 
   Brother Ray Thompson is back home after having c olostomy reversal surgery 
and is doing well.  Sister Lucy reports that he has  lost a lot of weight 
again, but I'm sure he will  be regaining it, as he  did before.  He is still 
having to go to the valley 3 times a week for dialy sis.  Several of our mem-
bers have been down  with one type of flu or anothe r, but are now on the road 
to recovery. 
   April events out of town include the New Mexico/ Arizona Exchange on April 
18th and 19th.  Mizpah Chapter #57 will be having t heir Official Visit at 1:00 
p.m. on April 19th, a Saturday afternoon.  I hope t hat several of our Sister 
and Brothers will be able to attend.  The final Off icial Visit of Sister 
Imogene's and Ken's year will be held at the Sabbar  Shrine Temple in Tucson on 
April 26th at 1:00 p.m. 
   April birthdays are: April 3 - Lori Bauler and C onnie Townsend,   
April 10 - Judy Taylor, April 25 - Pat Suiter and A pril 30 - Thom Taylor 
 
In Star Love -  Marjorie Winemiller, Worthy Matron   
   Dean Bulkley, Worthy Patron 
 
 
P.S.  The Past Matrons and Past Patrons will be mee ting at Tiny's Restaurant 
on April 14th at 11:30 a.m.  We hope to see you the re.  
Marjorie 



 
From the West 

 
 “More Ancient the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle” 

 
 In the presentation of the Lambskin Apron to the newly initiated Entered Apprentice these words ap-
pear.  How many of us know the history?  This derivation comes from the emblem carried by the early 
Kings of Rome – and ivory scepter surmounted by an eagle.  This was later incorporated into the ban-
ner of the legions of the Roman Empire. 
 
 The Golden Fleece of classical mythology was the skin of a wondrous ram, guarded by a sleepless 
dragon.  Jason and his Argonauts went after this prize.  The journey was long and perilous but the 
dauntless heroes persevered and, after a series of adventures, eventually reached their journey’s end to 
win the ultimate prize of their age.  This timeless legend, which can be read as an allegory of life, con-
trasts vividly with the relatively modern Order of the Golden Fleece which was created by Phillip the 
Good, Duke of Burgundy in 1429, at the time when he was ruling the Netherlands.  In 1504 the Span-
ish Hapsburgs took over the country and the Order.  In 1713, however it was newly instituted as an 
Austrian Honor. 
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From the South 
 

 “The Acacia”  
 

  There is a good deal of confusion over the shrub associated with the discovery of 
 Hiram’s grave but it is most probable that it would have been cassia and not acacia.  
 The cassia plant was introduced into Europe in the early eighteenth century at the 
 time when the ritual was developing.  Samuel Prichard’s “Masonry Dissected” 

(1730) and Anderson’s 1738 “Constitutions” both mention cassia rather than acacia in relation to 
the grave.  On the other hand the available French sources indicate that they had already settled for 
“a thorny branch called acacia”.  We cannot be precise as to when the change began but at the Un-
ion of 1813 it was settled that acacia should be the word for ritual use and, eventually, cassia was 
seen no more. 
 
 It is worth mentioning that Acacia scyal is the Shittah (plural Shittim) of Exodus 25:10, the wood 
from which the Ark of the Covenant and the Tabernacle were constructed. 
 
 To some the Cassia is the “Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil” and “the Tree of the Serpent”.  
The Egyptians revered the acacia and used it to make funeral wreaths.  Legend connects it, with 
other plants, to the wood of the cross of Christ, his crown of thorns and the burning bush. There are 
many aspects to the symbolism of acacia and, with other plants, e.g., rosemary, box, myrtle and 
willow, it reflects a belief in resurrection.  In the Phoenix Lodge of Honor and Prudence, in its 
unique ritual, refers to acacia as signifying innocence or freedom from sin.  It appears to bloom and 
flourish in its place as if to say: “O Death, where is thy sting?  O, Grave where is thy victory”.  It 
thereby symbolizes immortality of the soul or spirit of man. 
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     Payson Nile Club 
 
   We voted on our new officers for 2008-2009 and they are: 
 
    President:  Alesha Calderwood 
    V President:  Mary Jones 
    Secretary:  Connie Gyde 
    Treasurer:  Ann Christy 
  
Our installation will be in April and I hope we have as great a year as we had last year.   
   In Nile Love, 
   Alesha Calderwood, President 

 
   Zane Grey Shrine Club 
 
 Our March Club meeting was held on Wednesday the 19th at Tiny’s Restaurant where 44 
Nobles, Ladies and guests were in attendance.  We were fortunate to have El Zaribah Poten-

tate, Illustrious Sir Dave Polner and his Lady Gina , Payson Lodge #70 Worshipful Master Rick Skoglund 
and his wife Carole and our Shrine Child, Nathan Miller and his parents attend the meeting.   Illustrious Sir 
Dave Polner brought us up to date on many current and upcoming activities at the Temple.  Worshipful 
Master Rick Skoglund reviewed upcoming activities at the Blue Lodge and encouraged all Nobles to attend 
the meetings.  Our Shrine Child, Nathan Miller, was presented with this year’s Kachina Pin and his mother 
brought us up to date on how he is progressing.   A good time was had by all. 
 
 Our Vidalia onion order is expected to arrive the last week of April or the first week in May.  For those 
who are not part of the onion sales program but would like to purchase a bag(s) for themselves or a friend, 
please contact Spencer Roth at 978-5656 or Al Lyons at 468-8175.   The cost for a ten pound bag is $10. 
 
 Remember, you can access the Club’s web page at El-Zaribah by going to El-Zaribah.org and clicking on 
Units and Clubs and then clicking on Zane Grey. 
   
2008 Bolas for the Nobles and matching jewelry for the Ladies are available and can be ordered from Sec-
retary/Treasurer Dick Ceyler.   
 
 Noble Bill Steffey is improving and is now at home.  We wish him a speedy recovery and look forward to 
seeing him again at one of our upcoming meetings!  It was also very good to see Nobles Ken Hahn and 
John Wallen recovering and in attendance at our March meeting!!  
 
 Our April meeting will be held at Tiny’s on Wednesday the 16th.  Hope to see you there! 
 
 We wish everyone a good April and look forward to seeing you at the Lodge and Club meetings! 
 
 Al Lyons, President 
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