
GREETINGS FROM THE EAST 
 
 The January installation of Officers went very well, 75 in attendance.      
The officers installed were as follows:  Worshipful Master - Richard 
Skoglund, Senior Warden – Dan McEuen, Junior Warden – Norman Glaser, 

Secretary – Forrest McCoy, Treasurer – Bob Townsend, Senior Deacon – Gary Spell, Junior 
Deacon - Bill Herzig, Marshall – Forrest Miller.  Our thanks to the ladies of Ponderosa 
Chapter #64, OES, particularly Nancy Bradley for setting up the luncheon buffet and  Wor-
thy Matron Marjorie Winemiller for kitchen help and the lovely decorations. 
 
 The Pot Luck dinner hosted by the Eastern Star Ladies at our Stated Meeting on Jan 8th was 
very much appreciated.  We were also honored to have Senior Grand Deacon, D. Brook Cun-
ningham in attendance.   He did a very impressive ceremony during which he presented a 50 
year pin to Brother Robert Rhoades and a 55 year pin to Brother Robert Rucsch, Sr., PM.  
Congratulations to Brothers Rhoades and Rusch. 
 
 It should also be noted that this will be the 11th year in a row that Brother Robert Rusch Sr. 
has served the lodge as its Tyler.  Brother Rusch also has been helpful in every fund raiser 
and shows up to assist and advise for every degree practice. Thanks for your long time con-
tinuing dedication Brother Bob. 
 
  We have a new Master Mason in Payson Lodge #70.  Brother Lon Carter Thomas was 
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason on Sat. the 19th of January.  He was obiligated 
on the same Bible as was his Grandfather when he became a Master Mason.,  The Brethren 
did an outstanding job of delivering their parts of the Ritual.  Welcome, Bro. Thomas, to this 
Grand and Noble Fraternal Organization that encircles the globe and whose influence for 
good is never ending. 
 
 Work started on the repairs to the ceiling in the Lodge Room early in the morning on Janu-
ary 14th.  What a mess!  There was Insulation dust everywhere.  Our freshly washed table-
cloths and table decorations were covered in the stuff before I could rescue them.  Oy Veh!  
After the ceiling is finished the painters arrive.  Then the carpet will be replaced including all 
the platforms. Our temporary use of the Lodge Room as a Dining area has come to an end 
for a while, so back to using the Dining Room as Lodge and Chapter room. 
 
 I would like to report that, in the last five years, Ponderosa Chapter 64, Order of the Eastern 
Star has contributed over $34,000 (Thirty Four Thousand Dollars) to Payson Masonic Lodge 
#70 according to figures submitted to me by Secretary Nansi Conrad.  That works out to an 
average of $6,800 per year.  These members are the wives, daughters, sisters, mothers and 
widows of Master Masons who, in our solemn obligation as Master Masons, we swore to 
assist and protect. 
 
 These ladies have worked hard over the years with fund raisers, etc, and some help from the 
men to keep both the Chapter and Lodge in business.  It is obviously a labor of love for their 
men in Masonry.  This support from the ladies is reported during the Lodge stated business 
meetings which means that only those in attendance are aware of how much has been con-
tributed by our ladies to our joint survival.  I am sure that all members are very appreciative 
of their efforts.  We collectively thank you. 
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Richard Skoglund, WM 
928-472-7271 

928-970-1169 Cell 
ricks@npgcable.com 

 
Dan McEwen, PM, SW 

928-474-0360 
 

Norman Glaser, PM, JW 
928-472-7197 

 
   Forrest McCoy, Secretary 

928-476-2437 
laereht@earthlink.net 

 
PONDEROSA  CHAPTER 

#64, OES 
Marjorie Winemiller, WM 

928-468-0790 
margiewine@gmail.com 

 
Nansi Conrad, PM, Sec. 

928-474-0708 
geonansi@earthlink.net 

 
ZANE GREY SHRINE CLUB 

Alan Lyons,  Pres 
928-468-8175 

 
Brian Tollefson, Vice Pres 

928-474-4350 
 

DAUGHTERS OF THE NILE 
Alesha Calderwood, Pres 

928-474-1446 
 

SCOTTISH/YORK RITE 
Glenn DeKeno, Pres 

928-474-8978 
 

TRESTLEBOARD EDITOR 
Richard Skoglund, WM 

928-472-7271 
928-970-1169 Cell 

ricks@npgcable.com 
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 From the East - 
  
    Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
I trust that the New Year is going well for you.   

As was reported in the last Trestleboard, we have h ad to make  
some adjustments over the last two months, due to d amage caused by a  
broken water pipe in the lodge room, but with the h elp of our Brothers,  
we have all worked together, adjustments have been made and "we have  
overcome". 
     We are very thankful to have the new stove ins talled and in working  
order, as we will be having a fund raising dinner o n February 16th,   
from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  Sister Eileen is cooking a New England Boiled  
Dinner,  which is corned beef and cabbage, plus oth er vegetables. Des-
sert will be apple pie and ice cream, all for $8.00 .  Sister Eileen, of 
course, will be needing a lot of help.  In March we  will be having our 
traditional Chili and Pie Dinner on March 8th, so o ur vacation from the 
kitchen has come to an end. 
    On a state-wide scale, I would like to remind t hose who like to  
travel, that  Hands Across The Border (a fun time w ith Sisters and  
Brothers from California, Nevada and Arizona) is an  opportunity to meet  
Sisters and Brothers from those neighboring states in Laughlin, NV on  
February 8th and 9th.  The "base camp" is the River side Hotel & Casino. 
    Brother Ray Thompson is slowly getting better.  His infection is now  
under control and he and Sister Lucy are anxiously awaiting the Grand  
Opening of the new Payson Dialysis Center.  Sister Ruth Emlet fell and  
broke her hip and is now in Kachina Point Rehabilit ation Center, Room  
227B, 505 Jacks Canyon Road, Sedona, AZ 86351. We h ope that she is doing  
well and will soon be up and around again.  Brother  John Dino and Sister  
Kay have been living temporarily in Salome, but fee l that Salome is not  
quite where they need to be, so will probably be re turning to the Tonto  
Basin area.  Please keep our Sisters and Brothers w ho are not in the  
best of health in your thoughts and prayers. 
    We miss seeing Sister Orabelle and Brother Dean  around town, but  
Sister Orabelle is being a good girl and taking the rapy which she says  
has helped her a lot and Brother Dean is keeping a close eye on her. 
    February birthdays are: 2/3 - Matalyn Gardner,   2/14 - Lynne  
Bachand, 2/17 - Nancy Bradley, 2/25 - Rosa Davies, 2/28 - Walter Locke  
and Kenneth Lawton. 
     Do you know the origin of Saint Valentine's Da y?   If your answer  
is NO, come to our meeting on February 4th and lear n about how it all  
came about! 
                In Star Love - Marjorie Winemiller,  Worthy Matron 
       Dean Bulkley, Worthy Patron 

          Page 2  



 
GRAND LODGE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE  

2008-2009 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

 Applications for 2008-2009 Grand Lodge scholarships are now available from Bro. Forrest McCoy, 
Secretary of Payson Lodge #70. 
 
These are new applications and require additional information from the applicants.  Please destroy any old 
applications you may have.  The deadline for completing the application, along with other required docu-
ments, is March 1, 2008.  The completed application and other documents are to be submitted to the Lodge 
Secretary by that date.   
 
Applications will be reviewed, forwarded to the Grand Lodge Scholarship Committee, which will consider 
the applications and notify the successful recipients in the Spring of 2008. 
 
Applicants must meet at least one of the following criteria: be the son, daughter, grandson, or granddaugh-
ter of an Arizona Master Mason, or be an Arizona member (or an Arizona senior/majority member of De-
Molay, Rainbow for Girls of Job’s Daughters.  Applicants must be single, planning to attend an Arizona 
public university or community college. 
 
Inasmuch as considerable work must be done by applicants to complete the application and compile the 
necessary documents, it is urged that applicants not delay in doing the necessary paperwork.   
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FREEMASONRY IS A FRATERNITY 

 
Freemasonry is the oldest, and by far, the largest fraternal order in the world.  Its lodges stretch around 
the globe, and like the British Empire, it might well be said that the sun never sets upon the Masonic 

         Lodge. 
 
Fraternity means an association of brothers, and that is exactly what Freemasonry is – a society of friends and broth-
ers.  The origins of Freemasonry date back to the dawn of civilization.  The Egyptians practiced many of the philoso-
phies known to modern Freemasonry, and men practiced many of the operative skills as guilds formed in Europe dur-
ing the Tenth Century.  Written records of modern Freemasonry have been kept since 1717 with the formation of a 
general governing body called the Grand Lodge in England. 
 
It is not a secret society in that its Temples are openly marked and almost everyone in the community knows where 
they are located.  The Grand Lodge publishes a roster of the members of every lodge in the jurisdiction.  Many of the 
lodges have individual bulletins or newsletters which carry the names of the officers and members, as well.  Thus it 
is, in the strictest sense of the word, a society with secrets, and these are limited to its obligation, its modes of recog-
nition, such as pass words and grips, etc. and certain parts of its ritual.   
 
It is religious in character, but is not a religion.  It is founded upon the basic principle of the Brotherhood of Man un-
der the Fatherhood of God, and everyone who comes to its lodges must express a particular belief about God, for this 
is the privilege of each individual and is not infringed upon by our Fraternity.   
 
Freemasonry practices selective charities, founded on the principle of brotherly need which is not applicable in all 
cases that appear similar.  No member has a specific claim upon the society for its charity, for this is not a right ac-
quired by becoming a member of the society, rather it is a privilege. 



    
   THE PROPER WAY TO WEAR A MASONIC RING 
 
 What is the proper way to wear a Masonic ring? Should the points of the compasses be toward or 
away from the body? 
 

 This subject is one on which Grand Lodges have made no regulation and popular opinion is divided.  We 
must therefore reason from analogy.  When the emblem of the square and compasses is displayed on a 
building, pennant, button, watch charm, etc., universal custom requires the points of the compasses point 
downward.  When displayed on the Altar they point away from the Master.  As the Master from his station 
views the compasses on the Altar of his lodge, the points are from, not towards him.  As the wearer of a 
compasses watch charm views it, the points are down and away from his eyes.  In a similar way as he views 
the emblem on his ring the points should be down or away from his eyes. 
 
 The square is the symbol of earthly, the compasses of heavenly perfection. As a combined emblem the 
ends of the square point up as a symbol of man’s aspirations toward God; the points of the compasses are 
down to represent heavenly qualities coming down from God to earth.  Therefore it would seem that the 
proper way to wear a ring would be that in which its symbolism is best expressed; namely, that in which, 
when the hand is held in its usual position the points of the compasses are towards the earth and away from 
the wearer’s eyes. When so worn, they announce to the world the proud wearer is a Mason. 

Page 4 

    Daughters of the Nile  
    
  We were dark in January.  We are looking forward to seeing you all in   
  February at the regular time. 
   Alesha Calderwood, President 

 
Zane Grey Shrine Club 
 
 Club Officers were installed at the El Zaribah Temple on Saturday, January 5th where we 
were also brought up to date on 2008 Temple activities and programs.   

 
       Our January Club meeting was held on Wednesday the 16th at Tiny’ Restaurant where 36 Nobles and 
Ladies were in attendance.  We reviewed several upcoming activities and passed on information gathered 
at the installation meeting.  A good time was had by all. 
 
       Our new Potentate, Illustrious Sir Dave Polner, provided us with a number of his 2008        Kachina 
pins which were given to each of the Ladies in attendance at the January Club meeting.  2008 bolas for the 
Nobles are now available and can be ordered from Secretary/Treasurer Dick Ceyler.   
 
      Our annual Onion Sales program is underway and each Noble, if you already haven’t already done so, 
is urged to turn in your estimated sales quantities as soon as possible to either Al Lyons or Spencer Roth. 
 
      We wish everyone a good February and look forward to seeing you at the Lodge and Club meetings! 
 
 Al Lyons, President 
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